


Communication Technology: Creating a Digital Storytelling Project

Empathy Development

A digital storytelling project allows students to engage in deep conversations with residents to
gain an understanding of their experiences, challenges, and triumphs. This process fosters
respect and appreciation for the wisdom and history that seniors possess. Creating and
sharing these stories helps students see seniors as individuals with rich pasts, cultivating
empathy and a personal connection. Learning about someone’s history and backstory allows
for an intimate look at how their history shaped who they are and what the person they have
become.

Course Codes & Curriculum

TAS1O/2O TGJ 3M/O TGJ 4M/O TEJ 3M/E TEJ 4M/E

Grade 7 & 8 Language - A2.6 Innovation and Design, D2. Creating Texts

Possible Community Partners

❖ Local Radio and/or Television Stations
❖ Post-Secondary Institutions running programs in: Media, Filmmaking, Digital Media

Production, Television and Film Production, etc.
❖ Video production, visual effects, animation and photography companies
❖ Journalist and/or Local Newspapers
❖ Clubs or Organizations within the school (e.g. Yearbook, A/V Club)



Sample Lesson Plan

Lesson Plan: Creating a Digital Storytelling Project

Objective: Students will create a digital storytelling project featuring the life stories of seniors
in the care home. This will foster empathy by understanding and sharing seniors' life stories.

Students can create digital content such as newsletters, videos, and websites to share stories
and experiences of seniors.

Students can also implement projects involving virtual reality (VR) experiences for seniors to
revisit their past or explore new places.

Materials: Computers, video cameras, audio recorders, editing software (e.g., Adobe
Premiere, Audacity).

Activities:

● Introduction (1 class): Discuss the importance of storytelling and introduce digital
storytelling techniques.

○ Storytelling Importance: Discuss the importance of storytelling in preserving
history and creating connections.

○ Digital Storytelling Overview: Introduce the components of digital storytelling
(audio, video, narrative).

● Interview Preparation (1 class): Teach students how to conduct interviews, including
preparing questions.

○ Pairing: Pair students with seniors.
○ Interview Training: Guide students on how to conduct interviews. Provide a

list of questions and interview techniques
○ Recording Techniques: Teach students how to use recording devices.

● Interview Sessions (2-3 classes): Pair students with seniors and conduct interviews.
○ Transcription: Assist students in transcribing their interviews.
○ Narrative Structure: Help students create a narrative structure for their

stories.
○ Highlight Key Moments: Guide students in selecting key moments to

highlight.
● Editing and Production (3-4 classes): Students edit their interviews into cohesive

digital stories, adding music, photos, and other elements.
○ Video Editing Training: Teach students how to use video editing software.
○ Creation: Assist students in creating their digital stories, combining audio,

video, and text.



● Presentation and Reflection (1-2 classes): Students present their projects to the
class and seniors, followed by a reflection session on what they learned from the
seniors’ stories.

● Assessment:
○ Evaluate Stories: Evaluate the digital stories based on creativity, technical

skills, and narrative coherence.
○ Reflection Assessment: Assess students’ reflections on their understanding

and empathy developed.

● Empathy Development: Students develop empathy by listening to and documenting
seniors' stories, gaining a deeper understanding of their experiences and challenges.

Worksheet
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Student Worksheet

1. Storyboard Planning:

○ Sketch the main scenes of your digital story. Include captions or descriptions
for each scene.

○ Plan interview questions that will help capture the senior's story effectively.
○ List three open-ended questions you could ask a senior to encourage them to

share their life experiences:
i. Question 1: ______________
ii. Question 2: ______________
iii. Question 3: ______________

○ What aspects of the senior's life story do you think would be most interesting to
highlight in the digital story? Why?

2. Recording and Editing:
○ Outline the key steps involved in editing and producing your digital story:

i. Step 1: ______________
ii. Step 2: ______________
iii. Step 3: ______________

○ List the equipment needed for recording (camera, microphone, etc.).



○ Describe the editing software you will use. What features will you utilize to
enhance your digital story?

3. Presentation Preparation:

○ Outline key points you will cover in your presentation to the class and seniors.

○ How will you engage your audience during the presentation?

4. Reflection:

○ Reflect on the challenges faced during the project. How did you overcome
them?

○ What did you learn about storytelling and digital media through this project?

Guide for Long-Term Care Home Residents

Communications Technology: Digital Storytelling Project

Guide for Long-Term Care Home Residents:

1. Introduction to Digital Storytelling:
○ Learn about the process of capturing and sharing stories through digital media.
○ Understand how storytelling can preserve memories and experiences.

2. Participation in Interviews:
○ Share your life experiences, stories, and memories with students.
○ Feel comfortable expressing yourself during interviews.

3. Feedback and Collaboration:
○ Provide feedback on storyboards and digital media drafts created by students.
○ Collaborate with students to ensure your story is accurately represented.

4. Enjoy the Final Presentation:
○ Attend the presentation of digital stories created by students.
○ Celebrate and share your story with the community.

Reflection - What, So What, Now What?

The Reflection Choice Board can be used at any time as an individual, small group, or
whole class reflection strategy.

Additional routines that would work well for this project:
➢ Journaling throughout the project

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q3G2Bi9bPQKFI6C73K2pcuHyZzVQ4s6qrakaAXfAino/edit#bookmark=kix.703jo73pwjnc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q3G2Bi9bPQKFI6C73K2pcuHyZzVQ4s6qrakaAXfAino/edit#bookmark=id.8f49upqz6csh


➢ Plus/Delta for mid-way check-ins
➢ Benefits to Society as a final whole-group reflection and debrief

Reflection - Assessment AS Learning
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Name: ___________________
Date: ___________________

1. Describe the digital storytelling project you worked on. What was the main focus or
theme of your project?

2. What challenges did you face during the project? How did you address them?

3. How did you ensure that the seniors' stories were represented accurately and
respectfully?

4. What new skills did you develop during this project?

5. Reflect on the impact of your project on the seniors. How do you think it affected
them?

6. How did this project help you understand the importance of digital storytelling in
preserving personal histories?

7. What would you do differently if you were to start this project again?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q3G2Bi9bPQKFI6C73K2pcuHyZzVQ4s6qrakaAXfAino/edit#bookmark=id.erzpbw8rlpnn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q3G2Bi9bPQKFI6C73K2pcuHyZzVQ4s6qrakaAXfAino/edit#bookmark=id.vkghpdxarayp


8. Overall, how satisfied are you with the final product? Why?

Ideas for Next Steps

● Film Showcase Evening
● Pathways Considerations:

○ Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) - Provide students with information on
an Information and Communications Technology SHSM if applicable.

○ Dual Credit - Explore the possibility of related courses at a local
post-secondary institution (e.g. digital photography, graphic design, etc.)

○ Co-Operative Education - If students enjoyed this process, encourage them
to investigate a co-op in a long-term care home, a radio or television station, or
in a pathway/field they are considering pursuing post-secondary

○ Field Trip - Take the students that participated in this activity to visit a
community partner to learn more about Manufacturing. One example of this
could be to a local radio station to learn about how the process of audio
production works at a professional level.

○ Online Career and Individual Pathways Plan (IPP) Tools - Use the IPP
software your school board has licensed (myBlueprint, Xello, etc.) to explore
post-secondary options that suit your skills, interests and future plan that are a
natural extension of this project.

○ Skilled Trades - Encourage career exploration of Skilled Trades that connect
to the Communications BBT, such as:

■ Information Technology - Contact Centre Customer Service Agent
■ Information Technology - Hardware Technician
■ Network Cabling Specialist

● UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - Consider having students complete a
parallel project to raise awareness around and promote the action for the SDG of their
choice. For this project, Goal 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions fits well.

● TGJ3M: Creating a Podcast (from octe.ca) - This assignment will provide the learner
with an opportunity to understand the exciting world of Podcasting. The learner will
understand concepts, terms, and equipment associated with podcasts, and will
demonstrate their knowledge by creating, choosing a topic, creating a script or outline,
and producing a podcast.

● STEM TakeTech Challenge Kit - Communication (Gr. 7 & 8)

https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16
https://octe.ca/resources/secondary/tgj3m-creating-podcast
https://legacy.octe.ca/en/resources/elementary/elementary-stem-toolkit-project


Sample Rubric
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Rubric:

Criteria Excellent

(Level 4)

Good

(Level 3)

Satisfactory

(Level 2)

Needs
Improvement
(Level 1)

Interviewing
Skills

Conducts
interviews with
excellent
preparation,
sensitivity, and
insight.

Conducts
interviews with
good
preparation and
sensitivity.

Conducts
interviews with
some
preparation,
lacks sensitivity.

Interviews are
poorly prepared
and insensitive.

Narrative
Structure

Story is
exceptionally
well-structured
and compelling.

Story is
well-structured
and interesting.

Story has a
basic structure
but lacks depth.

Story is poorly
structured and
unengaging.

Technical
Skills

Demonstrates
excellent use of
audio/video
editing tools.

Demonstrates
good use of
audio/video
editing tools.

Demonstrates
basic use of
audio/video
editing tools.

Demonstrates
poor use of
audio/video
editing tools.



Creativity Highly creative
and original
storytelling.

Creative and
original
storytelling.

Somewhat
creative, with
few original
elements.

Lacks creativity
and originality.

Empathy and
Understanding

Shows deep
understanding
and empathy for
seniors' stories.

Shows good
understanding
and empathy for
seniors' stories.

Shows some
understanding
and empathy for
seniors' stories.

Lacks
understanding
and empathy for
seniors' stories.

Reflection
Quality

Reflection is
insightful and
deeply connected
to the
experience.

Reflection is
thoughtful and
connected to the
experience.

Reflection
shows some
connection to
the experience.

Reflection is
shallow and
disconnected
from the
experience.

Teacher Observation Checklist
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Teacher Observation Checklist

● Interviewing Skills
Students demonstrate thorough preparation for interviews.
Students show sensitivity and respect during interviews.
Students ask thoughtful and relevant questions.

● Narrative Structure
Students create a clear and compelling story structure.
The story flows smoothly and is engaging.

● Technical Skills
Students use audio editing tools effectively.
Students use video editing tools effectively.
The final product is polished and professional.

● Creativity
Students demonstrate creativity in their storytelling approach.
The project is unique and interesting.



● Empathy and Understanding
Students show empathy towards the seniors' experiences.
Students accurately and respectfully represent the seniors' stories.

● Reflection Quality
Students provide thoughtful reflections on their learning experience.
Reflections connect deeply with the project outcomes.

Teacher Comment Bank
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● Strengths:
○ Your storytelling was compelling, capturing the essence of the senior's life

experiences effectively.
○ The use of editing software and media elements enhanced the narrative,

creating a poignant story.
○ Your presentation to the class and the seniors was engaging and well-received.

● Areas for Improvement:
○ Consider adding more reflections and personal insights from the senior to

enrich the narrative further.
○ Pay attention to transitions and pacing in your editing to maintain coherence

throughout the story.
○ Continue to refine your presentation skills to ensure clarity and impact.


