Apprenticeship or College - What’s Right for You?

THINK SKILLED

TRADES.

You might be wondering...

Which skilled trades require a
certification in Ontario?

Are there college programs that
count as trade school?

How do you apply?

How is acceptance
communicated?

When do you attend classroom
training?

What is the cost?

How can you pay for training?

Apprenticeship
www.skilledtradesontario.ca

The 23 Compulsory trades in Ontario require completion
of an apprenticeship. See the full list here. All 144 trades
offer traditional apprenticeship training.

Apprenticeship training often takes place at a college but
you do not apply to these programs. Entry is granted to
apprentices through Skilled Trades Ontario once they have
completed a portion of their on the job training.

Apply to an apprenticeship by finding a sponsor employer
and signing up as an apprentice through Skilled Trades
Ontario.

Once a Registered Training Agreement is signed, you are
an apprentice. This learning model alternates between on
the job and in school learning.

You will attend 8-12 week learning blocks throughout your
apprenticeship, typically every 12 to 18 months. There
are between 2 and 4 learning blocks, depending on the
specific trade.

Trade School fee ($400-$600 per Level)

Collect Employment Insurance during trade school

Apply for government grants (travel/living allowance,
tool grant)

Utilize RESP savings

College
trades.ontariocolleges.ca

There are 144 trades which have training opportunities in
various colleges.

Some college diploma programs can exempt you from
certain in school training levels of trade school.

Apply at ontariocolleges.ca. The deadline for equal
consideration for competitive programs is February 1st.
www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply/important-dates

Colleges send their offers of acceptance through email each
year.

Certificate, diploma and advanced diploma programs run
from 8 months to 3 years.

College Diploma tuition ($1,600-$3,350 per semester)

Apply for OSAP
Apply for College grants, bursaries, and scholarships

Utilize RESP savings


www.skilledtradesontario.ca
https://trades.ontariocolleges.ca
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/compulsory_trades_skilled_trades_ontario-feb-2022.pdf
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/apprenticeship/starting-your-apprenticeship/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/apprenticeship/starting-your-apprenticeship/
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply/important-dates
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You might be wondering... www.skilledtradesontario.ca

How are you graded? In school training requires a passing grade of 60% - 70%
depending on the specific trade. You also need to acquire
skills throughout your on the job training.

Can you try different trades? You can only apprentice in a single trade but you can stop
and start a new trade any time, as long as you have a
sponsor employer.

Which option should you Are you ready to start a career and work full-time?
choose?

What other factors are there in Strong skills and job experience; includes soft skills and
making this choice? technical skills like the ones developed through Technology

courses and co-op can prepare you for the workforce.

College
trades.ontariocolleges.ca

Successfully complete all courses. Level exemptions may be
possible.

Unsure of which trade to pursue - try a trade exploration
program which provides learning opportunities in multiple
trades.

Do you want to experience Student life (residence, clubs/
extracurriculars, sports, etc) and have a college experience
before starting your career?

If you did not gain a lot of experience in high school, it may
be necessary to increase your skills through college or some
other form of skills training.

It is difficult to get hired / get a sponsor without tangible
skills.

Completing a college diploma gives you valuable skills but to work in Ontario’s compulsory trades, you still need to
start and complete an apprenticeship. Once your apprenticeship is complete you are a certified Journeyperson.

/ Ski"ed Ontario has 23 compulsory trades, including electrician, plumber, steamfitter,
and hairstylist. You must complete an apprenticeship and be certified to legall
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practice these trades in Ontario.

Ontario


www.skilledtradesontario.ca
https://trades.ontariocolleges.ca
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/compulsory_trades_skilled_trades_ontario-feb-2022.pdf

