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Designing a Cottage to Scale by Hand



Project Outline
In this project, students will investigate, problem-solve, and create working 
drawings or floor plans for a well-designed cottage. They will explore the design 
process, client needs, and effective space planning. The project aims to showcase 
their understanding of basic drafting techniques and concepts learned earlier in 
the course and can serve as a culminating project for the course.



Learning Goals
By the end of this project the students will:

• Explore existing designs to help develop and define their future creation
• Develop living space diagrams to meet client needs and functionality
• Develop accurate floor plan layouts and create professional-looking designs



Student Activities
Activity 1 - Finding your Inspiration (60 minutes)

Activity 2 - Bubble Diagrams (200 minutes)

Activity 3 - Final Design = Floor Plans and Elevation (150 minutes)



Activity 1
Finding your Inspiration

The goal of this activity is to have students explore their personal vision of a 
cottage by gathering and analyzing images that reflect their preferences and 
design ideas. Through online research and discussion, they will define key 
elements of cottage design, such as building materials and functional spaces, to 
inspire their future design work.

Tracing the Sketches of Frank O Gehry Zaha Hadid Documentary

25 Pictures of your Dream House/Cottage

Additional Materials: Computers with internet access, sketching and drafting supplies

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q913D83a-3s&ab_channel=IshwarBhatIshwarBhat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKT-mCO66GY&ab_channel=IshwarBhatIshwarBhat
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11qFa2JKsnx_fgHR8Ln_wJ3Ey8Muii0gmg9cJ1UGYMzM/edit?usp=sharing


Activity 2
Bubble Diagrams

The goal of this activity is to guide students through the initial stages of 
designing a cottage by using bubble diagrams to organize and plan space. 
Through class discussion and rough sketches, students will explore how to 
allocate private and shared spaces in relation to client needs, ultimately shaping 
their ideas into a draft floor plan. They will learn to refine their rough sketches 
into scaled plans while considering factors such as room interactions, natural 
light, and views.
Using A Bubble Diagram Floor Plan Design Tutorial
Scaling Using ¼” Grid Paper Cottage Design Assignment

Additional Materials: Computers with internet access, sketching and drafting supplies

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7enyR4wFRJM&ab_channel=ShelterInstitute
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7YxG4nsqeg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxyiyA_0apaW-5vT33UFG24RGAJZsgym/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kYPFHDBrNElvfcaGu2kAfMxdB22Zt11I/view?usp=sharing


Activity 3
Final Design = Floor Plans and Elevation

The goal of this activity is for students to refine their initial cottage design 
sketches and produce a final floor plan using proper drafting techniques. This 
includes ensuring accurate scale, measurements, and the use of correct line 
types, lettering, and line weights. Students will incorporate feedback from 
previous critiques, adjust their designs to meet client needs, and demonstrate 
precision in their final submissions.

Cottage Design Assignment Marking Rubric

Additional Materials: Optional - Computers with internet access, sketching and drafting supplies

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M_YuXGgCtbHo85ktEpVfvsrU3qAqDXbc/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GrBfSCAe4m9qjA0oLyZuZcjV-zsb_FoM74ngqps6ffs/edit?usp=sharing


Lesson Plan
For complete lesson plans, 

instructional materials, and additional 
handouts click this link.

https://legacy.octe.ca/application/files/7316/7069/7575/TDJ10_FINAL.pdf

