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An Honest Trade Show Showcase

Introduction

Every year at major technology trade shows (e.g., CES, WWDC, Computex,
Google I/0), the industry debuts new hardware, software, and networking
solutions to solve everyday problems. In the fast-paced world of computer
technology, ground-breaking innovations are revealed to the world at major
consumer tech trade shows. However, behind every flashy keynote
presentation lies an engineering process that considers hardware
architecture, networking, material lifecycles, universal accessibility, and
market feasibility.

In this activity, students will examine existing/previous technical trade show
presentations (e.g., CES, WWDC, Computex, Google I/0O) and critique them
on the information that is intentionally left out (e.g., environmental impact,
accessibility concerns, actual specifications/performance, etc.)

Curriculum Expectations (TAS10)

Al. Initiating and Planning

A2. Designing and Performing

A3. Analyzing and Refining

A4. Applying Health and Safety Principles

B1l. Fundamentals of Technological Development

B2: Impacts of Technology

B3: Careers and Pathways in Technology and the Skilled Trades




Criteria and Constraints:
What are the criteria or constraints that students need to focus on?

e Students will examine existing keynote/presentations from established
technology companies using their existing knowledge of computer
technology concepts (hardware, software, networking, electronics)

e Students will create an “honest” pitch to replace the presentation of
their choice to more accurately reflect the product’s shortcomings as it
relates to the environment, accessibility, and performance; and then
present it to their peers.

e The pitch is peer-evaluated




Minds On: Deconstructing a Keynote

Task: Watch a major tech keynote from over 5 years ago (e.g., a flagship
phone reveal, a new graphics card launch, or a smart home device reveal).
Your job is to look past the shiny graphics and identify what the presenter is
intentionally not telling the consumer.

What superlatives (“the best”, “the fastest”, etc.) did the presenters use?

What data points did the presenters provide about the product? Was it
shown how this data was collected, or who by?

Did the presenters talk about the environmental impact of their device?

Consider the way this product was presented. How does the way it was
marketed impact consumer buying habits?

Was there anything you noticed being talked about or presented that doesn’t
seem like a groundbreaking feature if it were to be revealed today?

What kind of graphics were used to emphasize parts of the device’s design?




Action: Conducting the Audit

Conduct research to determine the truth about the device. Using resources

like iFixit teardowns, manufacturer environmental reports, YouTube reviews,
and tech review sites, research the actual hardware, software, performance
and the hidden impacts of the device.

Specifications: Find benchmark tests run by independent users (e.g. Tech
review videos, journals/publications) and compare against the specifications
advertised in the keynote.

Repairability: Can a normal user open this device? Are standard screws
used, or is it held together by proprietary adhesive? Give it a repairability
score out of 10. Remember that a repairable device has a significantly lower
impact on the environment compared to replacing the device entirely.

Accessibility: Research the operating system or physical aspects. What
specific software or hardware features exist for users with visual, auditory,
or motor impairments? Are there any complaints/concerns regarding
accessibility from reviewers/users?

Support: How long was the device officially supported by the manufacturer?
Ask this question for both hardware repairs and software updates.

Most-Mortem: Can you find any recent reviews of the device (i.e. “can you
still use X in the current year?”). Were there any controversies that arose
with this device over its lifespan?
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Consolidation: An Honest Showcase

With the research you compiled in the previous step, rewrite the keynote
you watched, (~60-seconds) that properly focuses on the device’s technical
capabilities while honestly addressing its repairability, accessibility, and
environmental footprint.

Script Tips:

e Grab the audience's attention by introducing the device, use
inspiration from the keynotes you viewed

e Describe the core hardware and networking features using correct
course terminology, but include the repairability reality (e.g., "It
features a blazing fast processor, but the RAM is soldered directly to
the board and is not replaceable or upgradeable").

e Wrap up professionally and challenge the audience to be more
conscious tech consumers.

e Instead of trying to tell something, raise consumer awareness.




Deliver your 30-60 second "Director's Cut" pitch to the class. Peers will act
as tech journalists and use the checklist below to evaluate your
presentation.

[ ] Presenter clearly stated the computer hardware/software features using
course terminology.

[ 1 The presenter clearly explained the barrier or challenge the user faces
[ ] The presenter clearly outlined the environmental/e-waste impact

[ ] The pitch provided an honest look at the device's repairability or
sustainability.

[ ] The presentation successfully challenged the original marketing keynote.
[ ] The pitch was between 50 and 70 seconds long.

[ ] The presenter spoke clearly, confidently, and at a steady pace.

[ ] The presenter utilized strong communication and documentation
strategies.
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