
Apprenticeship with OYAP Apprenticeship After High School

The Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP) is 
designed to give you a head start in the skilled trades. 
OYAP integrates into the high school curriculum through 
a co-op placement - you earn credits while gaining 
experience in a skilled trade.

Pursuing a skilled trades career after graduating with your 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) is referred to 
as a “Traditional Apprenticeship”. 

  �Start your apprenticeship in High School.   �Start your apprenticeship by finding a job.

  �Structured Support: Guidance counsellors, co-op 
teachers, and OYAP coordinators provide support for 
students. Co-op employers can sponsor you in the 
trade.

  �Find a Sponsor: Find an employer willing to be your 
sponsor by hiring you and signing a Registered Training 
Agreement. It may be difficult to find a sponsor if you are 
lacking skills and experience.

  �Build Knowledge and Skills: Accumulate work 
hours and learn trade specific competencies from 
the training standards. Graduate high school with 
real skills! If your co-op employer is unable to offer 
you employment you have the skills to seek an 
apprenticeship elsewhere.

  �Skills Building Programs: If you are lacking experience, 
pre-apprenticeship, college diploma, and other skill 
building programs are available. You need to acquire 
skills that make you more attractive to sponsors.

Once a sponsor is secured, you begin on the job training.

  �Accelerated Programs: “Accelerated OYAP” programs 
available in some school boards, allow students to 
complete their Level 1 apprenticeship training while 
still in high school.

  �In School Training: As an apprentice, you will be invited 
to in school training after approximately 10 months on 
the job. Completing Level 1 in school after working for 
10 months is the traditional model.

  �OYAP Graduate Next Steps: As a graduate of OYAP 
you will be provided with a transition guide to help 
navigate what comes next. You are not alone!

  �Navigating the System: As an apprentice you are 
responsible for updating schooling preferences and 
accepting a schooling offer when it comes. Support is 
out there but you need to find it. 

Starting an apprenticeship is all about acquiring the skills employers are looking for so you can secure a job. Securing a sponsor/
employer is the key step in your journey to becoming a journeyperson in an amazing career. Let OYAP be your helping hand!

Early Exposure and Exploration: The Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program 
(OYAP) allows students to explore a trade to determine if it is a suitable career path 
before committing to post-secondary education.

The OYAP Advantage
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