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 TTJ-3

Purchasing a Vehicle



Different types of vehicles

1. Review these common terms:  compact, subcompact, mid-size, full 
size, SUV, crossover, minivan, van and pickup truck.

2. Complete the chart below by filling in the correct terminology and 
copying and pasting an example of the vehicle into the table.

3. Make a list of manufacturers that sell vehicles in each of these 
categories.

4. Create a second list of manufacturers that specialize in a specific type 
of vehicle.



Terminology Description of 
Vehicle

Image of 
Vehicle

Intended use or purpose

Compact    

Sub-Compact    

Mid-Size    

Full -Size    

SUV    

Cross Over    

Mini-Van    

 Van    

Pick-up Truck    

 

1. Make a list of manufacturers that sell vehicles in each of these categories.
2. Create a second list of manufacturers that specialize in a specific type of vehicle.



Where to start
Reflect (being realistic) on the type of vehicle that will most suit your needs. Either by mind 

map or chart form, document and share suggestions on where to start when looking for a 
used car. 

Questions to be considered are: 

● How long do you plan to drive this vehicle?

● How many vehicles should you look at?  

● What are some reliable website resources?

● What is your budget?



● Refine by selecting three types of vehicles that best suit your needs and budget.

● Once you have refined your choice of vehicles with a budget in mind, it is time to 
research at least three vehicles documenting websites and/or other sources. Students 
are to include year, make, model, the asking price, description of vehicle, odometer 
reading, colour, trim level, options, and overall condition of the vehicle.

● Students must understand that there is always an inherent risk(s) when purchasing a 
used vehicle.  It is always up to the buyer to navigate through this process to reduce 
the risks of mechanical failure(s) after their purchase.   Study the vehicles selected 
more closely.  Did they just chose the cheapest vehicles?  Are they being sold privately 
or through a dealer?  What are the benefits of both?  Does the car come “Certified” or 
is it being sold “As Is”?  Is there any visible body damage or rust?  When is the last 
time the tires and brakes have been serviced?  Does the vehicle come with 
documentation and service records?



Narrowing Down Your Search
In this activity students will make connections by outlining the factors that determine the value of a used vehicle

Year:  Additional Specifications:

Make:                                (Interior, trim level, navigations, etc.)                          

Model:  

Asking Price:  

Vehicle #1



Year:  Additional Specifications:

Make:                                (Interior, trim level, navigations, etc.)                          

Model:  

Asking Price:  

 

Vehicle #2 



Vehicle #3

Year:  Additional Specifications:

Make:                                (Interior, trim level, navigations, etc.)                          

Model:  

Asking Price:  

 



Setting your budget

It is time to think about your budget.  Set a realistic budget for your 
first vehicle. Your task is to narrow your search down to one type of 
vehicle within a price range.  It will be up to you to search different 
sources trying to find the best possible match based on your price 
range that you have set.



Using your research, answer the following questions 
below from the three vehicles you have chosen.

1. Which vehicle was the most expensive?
2. Which vehicle had the least amount of kilometers on the odometer?
3. Which vehicle had the greatest amount of options and nicest trim level?
4. Which vehicle would you be most interested and why?

Minimizing the risk of making a poor decision.
In this activity, students will learn about the factors that a new owner should consider 
when selecting the most appropriate vehicle as it applies to vehicle maintenance. 
Students will also describe potential issues involved in purchasing a vehicle from 
various sources (e.g., dealerships, used car retail outlets, auctions, private sellers, and 
websites).



Minimizing Risk
Purchasing anything used always comes with some degree of inherent risk.  This is 
especially true when it comes to anything mechanical, such as machines. There is always a 
risk of a mechanical failure. The purpose of this activity is to minimize that risk which in the 
long term will save you money and unneeded stress. 

Consider the following questions?

1. Reflecting back on your research, did you spend enough time searching for your 
vehicle or did you just stick to one source and look for the cheapest vehicle?  Do you 
need to go back and look at a different vehicles?

2. List three advantages of buying a used car privately?
3. What are the advantages of buying a used car from a family member or close friend?
4. What is the difference between buying a car from a dealer manufacturer and a used car 

lot?



Minimizing Risk
5. What does the term “Certified or Safety” mean and how does that differ from 
“Certified Pre-Owed?” (CPO)

6. Why do CPO vehicles cost more?

7. From the vehicles that you looked at, were any Certified and/or CPO’d?

8. What does the term “As Is” mean?  Did any of your vehicles list two prices?  9. 
9. Why are “As Is” vehicles cheaper?

10. Did the ad note any recent repairs or how old any major components might 
be?

11. Go back to the original listing.  Select and zoom in on all the pictures.  Are 
there signs of body damage or rust? 



1. Does the listing come with a vehicle history search and why would that be 
helpful?

2. Refer to the images on the next slide or teacher provided sample:

Vehicle History





1. What type of document is this (previous slide)?
2. How many accidents did this vehicle have and when did they 

occur?
3. How might this report impact the overall price of the vehicle?
4. Where did the accident(s) happen of the vehicle?
5. Are there any other claims against this vehicle that a potential 

buyer should be worried about?



Vehicle Insurance

In this activity, students will explain vehicle insurance coverage 
requirements and options.

Have you ever considered why you need insurance and the 
different coverages available?  In the province of Ontario, we 
have regulations that require all licensed vehicles to have 
insurance on any of our provincial and municipal highways and 
roads.



Answer the following questions:
1. What is car insurance and why do we 

need it?
2. List four companies that sell automotive 

car 
insurance.

 
 Referring to an insurance policy, answer the 
 next three questions:
 

 



1.What is meant by the term “liability” and what is the amount stated on the 
policy?

2.What is meant by the term “deductible” and what is the amount on the policy?

3.Define the term Collision or Upset.

4.Using the following scenario, assume that you are planning to purchase your 
selected vehicle and obtain an insurance quote.  With parental/guardian 
permission where applicable, your task is to contact at least two insurance 
companies and request a quote for the following options. 

Option 1 - $1,000,000 liability with no collision or upset and a $1000 deductible.

Option 2 - $2,000,000 liability with collision or upset and a $300 deductible.



Vehicle:  (Make/Model/Year) 

Insurance Company   

 Monthly Premium ($) Yearly
Premium ($)

Monthly Premium ($) Yearly Premium ($)

Option 1     

Option 2     



Financing a Vehicle
In this activity students will identify the factors that an owner should consider when 
selecting the most appropriate vehicle to purchase or lease.

 
1.  What does the term “Vehicle Financing” mean?

2.  What does the term “Leasing” mean?

3. Using an “online mortgage calculator”, consider the cost(s) involved in purchasing 
a new vehicle or a used vehicle using the following scenario.

Some manufacturers will offer 0% financing on brand new cars from time to time for 
various reasons.  A typical interest rate for a used car can start at 6.99%.  Would it be 
better to buy a used car with 60,000km for $24,000 or a brand new car at a cost of 
$30,000?



Finalizing the deal

In this activity, students describe the conditions that must be met to 
register a vehicle (e.g., safety standards inspection, proof of insurance, 
etc.);

By now, you should have a better understanding of some of the 
terminology in purchasing a used vehicle.  The next steps will help you 
complete the transaction. 

 

 



1. What information should be on a “Bill of Sale”?
2. What does the term negotiate mean and why would you 

want to negotiate the final cost of purchasing the vehicle?
3. Where can a Used Vehicle Package be purchased?
4. List 5 items on a Used Vehicle Package.
5. What does the term “Lien” mean?



                   Finalizing the deal

Complete the chart on the next page by assigning who is 
responsible for the task (buyer or seller) and the order (step) in 
which they need to be completed in.

 



Task Responsibility (Buyer/Seller) Order of task (Steps)

Sign Bill of Sale   

Certify Vehicle   

Narrow down search of Vehicle   

Obtain quotes and insure vehicle   

Negotiate final price   

Purchase Used Vehicle Package   

Write Bill of Sale   

Research Vehicles   

Purchase Vehicle   



Rubrics, career connections and more 
information

In depth resources for Automotive Tire assignments 
can be found at: 
https://www.octe.ca/en/resources/resource-folder/class
-lessons/ttj-lessons/ttj3o-transportation-technology-pur
chasing-used-vehicle

https://www.octe.ca/en/resources/resource-folder/class-lessons/ttj-lessons/ttj3o-transportation-technology-purchasing-used-vehicle
https://www.octe.ca/en/resources/resource-folder/class-lessons/ttj-lessons/ttj3o-transportation-technology-purchasing-used-vehicle
https://www.octe.ca/en/resources/resource-folder/class-lessons/ttj-lessons/ttj3o-transportation-technology-purchasing-used-vehicle

